[Massive pulmonary embolism--attempt at embolectomy following the failure of thrombolytic treatment].
We report a case of a 61-year-old woman with progressive dyspnoea, fatigue and tiredness over the last two weeks. Based on physical examination on admission, ECHO and CT exams, a diagnosis of massive pulmonary embolism was confirmed and the patient received thrombolytic treatment. Since no response to thrombolysis was apparent and the patient was clinically unstable with persisting signs of right ventricular dysfunction in echocardiography, a rescue surgical embolectomy was ordered and performed using cardiopulmonary bypass. Multiple large clots were removed from both pulmonary arteries. Following embolectomy, severe irreversible right ventricular failure developed and the patient died. Autopsy revealed large blood clots in peripheral pulmonary circulation causing terminal right-heart failure. We discuss the therapeutic options in massive pulmonary embolism and the potential role of rescue surgical embolectomy.